
 



 



 

Taken from The Story of a Pantry Shelf: An Outline History of Grocery Specialties, published by 
Butterick Publishing Company, New York, [c1925]. 

Credit: Library of Congress, Prosperity and Thrift: The Coolidge Era and the Consumer Economy, 
1921-1929 

This book profiles a hypothetical pantry shelf of the mid-1920s, briefly exploring the history of the 
items on the shelf. Some of the items owed their popularity to innovations in science and industry that 
made it practicable to ship and store food. Others became popular through effective advertising. 


